Proliferating trichilemmal cyst: report of two cases, one benign and the other malignant.
Proliferating trichilemmal cyst (PTC) is a rare but morphologically distinct tumor that usually arises on the scalp of elderly women. We report two cases of PTC, one benign and the other malignant. PTCs are well circumscribed, subepidermal lesions and demonstrate a uniform histologic pattern with varying degrees of cytological atypia. Malignant proliferating trichilemmal cyst (MPTC) has features in common with benign proliferating trichilemmal cyst (BPTC), including a central area of abrupt keratinization and hyperplastic squamous epithelium forming solid areas. The diagnosis of MPTC is essentially based on histological features. The presence of a high mitotic rate, atypical mitosis, severe nuclear pleomorphism, and tumor invasion of the adjacent tissues are the essential histological features of malignancy in these unusual tumors. The therapeutic approach in malignant cases is the same as that in the treatment of BPTC: surgical removal with a wide clear margin. However, even with adequate resection, both tumors tend to recur locally.